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1. SWOT analysis

HCS ARGE Donau Subregion

configuration better than national

average.
Growing utilization of suburban
public transportation
Relatively good geographica
location (European corridors,
natural waterways, region
bordering 2 countries)

connected infrastructure is missing
» Unharmonized elements of transportat

Strengths Weaknesses
NC » Attractive natural conditions, ¢ Increased charge of natural values, green
ecological value of the Danube surfaces and drinking water reserves,
bank * High number of brown fields with risk of
Rich  environmental heritage, environmental pollution (Baranya)
important landscape-natures Growing water reserve problems in Bacs-
values, biodiversity Kiskun region (Homokhatsag)
High number of protected areas Low rate of waste water treatment in smalll
(National Parks, Natura 2000 settlements
areas, Biosphere reserves, Natyral Mentality and attitude of population
and Landscape Protection sights. « High number of sensitive surface and
Karst areas as drinking water underwater water reservoirs on pollution
reserves (in Mecsek mountain
range)
SSHR| « High value of cultural and « A generally rural region with small
historical heritage villages and remote farmlands hard |to
Public functions and organizer integrate
power of cities is strong * High number of disordered public areag in
settlements with architectural values of |no
function
* High number of brown fields especially n
Baranya county
* High number of settlements with no for
weak civil services, difficult civil service
organization due to settlement structure
» Depopulation and aging especially in
small villages
* Deprivation and segregation in cities
T Transport infrastructure « Configuration of bicycle networks and

on

types and public transportation systems;

its connections aren’t aligned on local
regional level

» Possibilities of alternative accessibility
underdeveloped

* The role of railway transportation
decreasing, its infrastructure and servi
decline

» The roads connecting inner peripheries
missing or are in bad conditions

» Some East-West connections miss

or

S

S
ces

are

ing

(connecting roads of new Daunbe bridg

jes




with wider region)

* Value of public transportation is lo
(unpunctuality, conditions of vehicle
overcrowded, missing links)

» The state of bituminous roads is bad, m
connecting villages is unpaved

« Water tourism infrastructure is missil

(small ports)

any

9

Tl « Electricity, drinking water and < Low level of utilization of alternative
natural gas supply is well energy sources
configured » Low rate of connections to sewage
* The region is well provided with systems and waste water treatment in
energy sources (natural gas) small villages in Bacs-Kiskun county
« Waste management recently Bad housing conditions in rural areas
developed (Baranya county)

* Disparities and missing capacity of public
services in Bacs-Kiskun and Baranya
counties

E * Nuclear power plant in Paks * R&D concentrated only in Budapest
» Pécs is Cultural Capital of Europes Economy dependent on export, vulnerable
in 2010 » Absence of well qualified labor force |n
» Processing industry in the region industrial zones
» R&D below national average
Opportunities Threats
NC * Public consciousness of modern, * Transportation and environmental
alternative land use pollution is growing in settlements
» Development of environmental | ¢ Natural resources being utilized by foreign
industry in the field of investors, the base of sustainable
energetics, waste management development is declining
and energy efficiency » Dependency on fossil energy - sustainable
development in danger and risk of climate
change

* High demand on building up natural
surfaces and crop lands

* Due to transit transport destruction |of
health, tourism, built and natural heritage
areas neighboring transit corridors

SSHR| « Revaluing of the regional role ¢fe HCS is a generally rural area
mid- and small towns » Aging of small villages and Budapest,
» Growing willingness of decreasing number of population in
universities for cooperation with working age
enterprises in R&D » Segregation in villages, situation and
» Pécs as development pole chances of roma people unsolved
* Rural lifestyle becoming « Migration to Western Europe
attractive  Deviancies of young aged people
» High rate of people not using the Internet
T  Better utilization of facilities of * Depopulation in  rural areas |-

River Danube

transportation development is less and

€Sss

efficient and economic




* New highway connections opée
up areas to econom
development

2N
C

TI » Development in renewable energy Different interests in energy productign,
production (wind power) the spread of energy saving products and
* Development in nuclear power technologies is slow
(Paks)
E * Local supplier and vendor systemr Taxing conditions
of  transnational  enterprisgse Neighboring regions more competitive

(Mercedes etc.)
» Developing
cooperation (HCS)
» Pécs as a centre of tourism
* New highway M6 to open up th

cross-borde

(costs of employment)

-« Risk of investments

e

rural areas

* North-West Hungary more attractive




2. Definition of indicators characterizing the social-
economic situation of the D+ region area

HCS ARGE Donau Subregion

Years

indicator 1996 2001 2005 2008
Water pollution Index

Atmosph. pollution SO2 - emission in t/2000 inh.

Atmosph. pollution NOXx - emission in t/2000 inh.

Atmosphere pollution ash - emission in /1000 inh.

Atmosphere pollution CO - emission in /1000 inh.

Landfills

Number of dwellings per 1 000 inhabitants

Number of university students per 1 000 inh.

Regional vitality index

Road Transport — Density of Highways

Railway Transport — Density of Railways

Water Transport - freight transfered

Water Transport - accessibility of ports

Air Transport — airports accesibility

Electric energy supply

Natural gas

Broadband (internet connection, >256 kbit/s)

Drinking water supply

Wastewater treatment

Renewable energy sources

Regional GDP per capita in PPS as a share of EU
27(25) average (%)

Labour force participation rate (%)

Unemployment rate in region (%)

Number of employed in tertiary branch (%)

Share of college and secondary school educated
inhabitants

Tourism - average guest nights

Tourism - foreign visitors




3. The analysis and the evaluation of the national regional
policies and spatial plans of the country

3.1. Settlement system

General information on settlement structure

Hungary is a small to medium-sized country on aoBean scale, which covers 93.036%km
of which a sum of 16.600 Kntan be labeled as ASH ARGE Donau Subregion; shiuilt

up of 5 NUTSS3 regions: Tolna, Baranya and Bacs-#isklhe population of the region was
1.164.969 in 2008.

Almost 30 per cent of the population lives in Cahtiungary occupying approximately 7 per
cent of the total territory. The settlement netwilcharacterized by many small villages, a
few medium-sized country and regional seats, as agethe metropolis of Budapest with an
average population per settlement of 3300, but figgre is dropping. Settlements are
unevenly distributed. In the hilly Northern and tega parts of the country, a dense network
of smaller settlements has developed, comparedha@ontuch less dense network of large
settlements on the Great Plain. Judging by thewfations, most towns are small. Nearly 40
per cent have fewer than 10.000 inhabitants, aretyetenth town has fewer than 5.000
inhabitants although hardly any of these can besidened towns in the functional sense. A
further 30 per cent of towns have populations betw#0 and 20.000: 70 per cent of towns
are small. Eight cities now have more than 100.00bitants, in the region: Pécs and
Kecskemét. The small-to-medium-sized towns (10-@D.i@habitants) are widely distributed.
Although their share of the population is smallerth are an especially high number of
settlements with fewer than 1.000 inhabitants.

Nowadays above 300 settlements (10 % of all mualities) were registered towns,
approximately 70 % or 7 million people lived in arb settlements. In European terms,
Hungary is moderately urbanized, but HCS region lebanized when comparing it to other
parts of the country. From 1990 status and funati@me or less coincide. Since then, several
settlements have been granted urban status imptheds free democracy and independence

and some towns now have either no or very poorufiactions®

! OECD Territorial reviews Hungary, OECD 2001, France



National Regional Development Concept

The National Regional Development Concept (NRDC3 West brought about in 1998 and
was amended in 2005. This version is currently peration by the 97/2005. (XII.25.)
Parliamentary Assembly Resolution, and it setsrthé- and long term objectives of the
Hungarian spatial and regional development poli€lie objectives serve to implement
territorial harmony in Hungary.

The NRDC - in accordance with the National DeveleptrPolicy Concept (NDPC) of 2005

— calls for the horizontal management of territidgiaand territorial approach in sectoral
policies. Its main message is that sectoral devedops have to include place-based concepts,
and they have to contribute to enforcing nationgectives for spatial development. This
political direction for spatial development waswinaup in the NSDP in accordance with the

interpretation of territorial cohesion publishedthg European Commission.
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Major dimensions of Hungary’s territorial integiaii

These territorial objectives are presented below:



1. National convergence

In order to integrate Hungary into its immediateeif@al Europe and the Carpathian Basin)
and more extended surroundings (Europe), it iseyf knportance to expand and deepen
international economic, social, professional anditipal relationships in a targeted and

innovative way.

2. Convergence for disadvantaged regions

There are significant regional disparities withimrtgary. Out of the seven NUTS 2 level
statistical-planning regions of the country, sixdog to what are known as convergence re-
gions: these are in need of development in ordelowe the gap at the EU level, and only one
region Central Hungary — including Budapest, thpiteh city — belongs among the more

developed regions.

3. Convergence for disadvantaged micro-regions argkttlements

In addition to helping Hungary to close the gaphwiite EU average, emphasis is also placed
on mitigating territorial disparities within thegiens. Suitable conditions must be ensured for
the socio-economically most disadvantaged micrasregas well as that the less accessible
settlements in peripheral areas can become inggjrato the region’s economic and social
life. There are 6 small regions in the territoryWES labeled “most disadvantaged micro-
regions”: Tamasi (Tolna region), Sasdi, Szigetvaellyei (Baranya region), Janoshalmai and

Bacsalmasi (Bacs-Kiskun region).

4. Development poles

To avoid restricting development exclusively to ttapital city Budapest and its surround-

ings, poles catalyzing development for the wholenty are necessary. The regional center
of the HCS subregion can play the role of develapnp®le: Pécs. Such poles are able to
attract capital, development and innovation andltocate these within their regions, thus

promoting development (e.g. through a supplier netwgrowing in the area to serve large

companies which have located to these poles). Eumibre, these companies might be able to
retain even the best qualified workers in the drggroviding a high standard of education

(R&D sector and higher education institutions) tuxdl events, services and jobs.



Development poles and axes
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The regional development poles and axes of Hungary

These functions can be implemented by Ensuringsaduiéty to the pole cities (moderniza-

tion of their transport connections) and by strBeging their developed and diverse in-
formational and communication infrastructure, cainfunction and cultural role. Thus, the

best case scenario is that the development of magimenters must reflect the development
needs which have arisen in their extended regtas.important that a pole, in addition to its

general central role, is defined by some speciatmercial or service provider activities,

industry or field of research and development, &scas for development (i.e. Pécs: cultural
services).

5. Strengthening the relationships between towns dmetworking

During the development of the settlement netwoattierdion must be paid to strengthening the
relationships between settlements and encouragiraperation. It is especially important to
promote the share of functions between towns -etindsch create and spread innovation and
generate development in their vicinity— at a natloend cross-border level. In terms of the
distribution of functions, it is worthwhile havingome towns which develop specific
industrial and service provider roles, thus becgman irreplaceable and useful member of

the network of towns. Of course, all this only weik co-operation is supported by suitable



informational, communication and transport linkstween the towns (in this respect,

community transport connections are also important)

6. Establishing and renewing an integrated systemf @onnections between urban and
rural areas

Small and medium-sized towns have a key role ireliging rural areas that are often in
peripheral areas — peripheral areas which are dorhin the HCS region. Strengthening the
co-operation between regional centers and thechoagnt areas, by establishing a new,
integrated system of relationships between urbahraral areas ensure that these regions can

close the gap with others.

7. Addressing environmental and social problems itowns

Towns can still be considered to be junctions afialoand economic activities with con-

centrated problems. There is a need for town rétatwn interventions which develop

infrastructure and human resources in order tongthen social connections and social
cohesion within towns (primarily in the medium-sizand large towns which are most often

subject to urban problems).

8. Change in the functions of rural areas

In underdeveloped rural areas which face socialemmhomic problems, rural development
activity over and above the agricultural sectornecessary. Development schemes are
intended to establish sustainable systems whightheldisadvantaged region to close the gap
— by using the specific local social, economic andironmental resources in an efficient way
and preserving assets. Therefore, it is neceseagyatdually widen the functions of the areas
and involve new resources (e.g. tourism and altesaources of income), or even in many
cases, to change functions completely (e.g. bybbksténg functions for living, holiday sites
and tourism). Besides new functions, renewing thditional agricultural and food industry
functions is also an issue for development in thasas (renewal might mean solutions

requiring employment and small plants processiegllproducts).

9. Sustainable development of environmentally sertisie regions of national importance
These areas considered to be key areas in terssathl development have unique natural
and cultural assets. Therefore, when drawing upimptementing development programmes,

efforts must be made to preserve these vulneraiolegical systems and to consider how to



manage them sustainably, to establish farming ndsthmcomplying with landscape and

ecological characteristics and to ensure the ptioteof cultural heritage.

The Danube — also known as Helsinki Corridor VB-one of the most significant transport
and ecological axes in Europe. The key objectivehefdevelopment of the Hungarian areas
along the Danube is to improve the conditions feerr navigation and to ensure that the
interventions of spatial and rural development iardarmony with regional characteristics
and ecological issues. In order to achieve thegectes, it is necessary to guarantee a
suitable international fairway, to build and strdmen the systems of flood protection and
water resource management, to use natural andralultasources in compliance with
sustainability, to rehabilitate the Danube andritsutaries and to preserve biodiversity.

In the area of Homokhatsag between the Danube lmaRiver Tisza, there has been a
dramatic drop in the water table as a result ohate change, causing animal husbandry to
decrease, which in turn has led to a deficiendgitilizer. Public safety has also deteriorated,
thus endangering the security of agricultural paddun and the viability of farms. Finally,
these all have led to further migration of the dapan and deterioration of the landscape.
The most important tasks for development of thesaas to encourage structural changes in
agriculture in order to adjust to environmentakdas, to improve poor water management on
the ridge, to promote change to the functions ohfa(e.g. farm-based tourism), to improve

living condition through infrastructural developnemd to protect special natural asgets.

2 National Regional Development Concept, 2005, 97820%I1.25.) OGYH,
Handbook on territorial cohesion NFGM, VATI Naofit Ltd., 2009



The National Spatial Plan

The National Spatial Plan was elaborated in 1999285 a follow up of Act XXI of 1996.

The purpose was to outline the future nationaliapatructure with particular regard to the
commitment to balanced, sustainable developmetiteohational territory and to provide an
overall framework for the spatial allocation ofredtructure investments and for the control

and regulation land use.

An important aspect of the elaboration process tliasconsistent interagency co-operation
both at the governmental level and at the levedpatial planners and specialists responsible
for transport, water management, nature consenjaéinvironmental protection, agriculture
and forestry. Furthermore, the county and locahaeuties as well as the non-governmental
environmental and professional organizations weresglted and were given opportunity to
influence decision making. The National SpatialnRkeas adopted by the Parliament in 2003
in form of a Law. In Hungary this has been thetfirational spatial plan to be enacted by the
Parliament. It provides a regulative framework floe elaboration of the physical plans of

regions and administrative countiés.

3 Génez A., Vajdovichné dr. Visy E. (2006): Az Orse&agr erlletrendezési Tenkalu Varos Régié 2006/1



HCS ARGE Subregion in the National Spatial Plan
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3.2. Factors influencing the cohesion development in the
Donauregionen area

3.2.1.
Logistics

The idea of “Hungary as a logistics center” hasnba®und for a long time and is based on
solid foundations: these include the favorable gaplgical location of the country, the
international transport corridors passing through membership of the EU, the rapid
economic development of neighboring countries palitand economic stability, the presence

of multinational companies and the country’s relasi with states farther to East.
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The Hungarian elements of TEN and logistics centers

However several obstacles exist to the realizatibthe concept: these include the poor
condition of infrastructure, the restricted intdrn@arket, VAT and customs problems, the
limited foreign language skills and although theofable geographical location could hardly
disappear, we must keep in mind that its effect lmartransientl. The fact that several other
countries in the region seek to achieve a simitaitpn also provides good grounds for rapid

measures to be taken by the government. Througassion to the EU, competition has
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intensified among new member states for the pesdicCentral Europe’s regional centre, and
their own centers linked to the global economy atrdtegic dimensions of multinational
companies (which will fundamentally decide the tesfithe competition) will certainly be

influenced by having a head start within the Eusspenion.

3.2.2.

3.2.3.

Water management

Large part of Hungary belong to the sub-humid asrdisarid climatic belt. The normal
annual precipitation ranges about 500-600 mm. Timei@ precipitation to potential
evaporation ratio was lower than 0,65 over the pastears. Around 90 per cent of the
territory of Hungary is exposed to droughts.

95% of the surface water resources of the countgynate abroad.

Floods

Hungary is located at the lowest part of one ofrtiest enclosed basins on Earth, with a
considerable proportion of surface waters with atded, or prone to inundation. As a
consequence of climatic conditions, there are engrfluctuations in water flow, resulting in
regular floods and temporary lakes at one extremeé droughts at the other. Hungary has the
greatest area requiring flood protection in Eurapiéh nearly 25% of the territory of the
occupying the flood planes, which includes onettoirthe total cultivation area, 32% of
railways, 15% of public roads, and 30% of the GD&dpction. The property value at risk is
valued at over 5,000 billion HUF (see Table 1.9jisTincludes the gross value of properties
and investments in industry, agriculture, the carc$ion industry, tourism, retail trade,
catering, accommodation, municipal and treasurpgmoes and the value of houses.

On the basis of statistical averages, areas pmfiedding will experience minor or average
floods every 2 to 3 years, major floods occur evety 6 years, and extraordinary floods can
be expected every 10 to 12 years. On the uppdoassadif rivers, major floods typically last 5
to 10 days, while on the middle and lower sectioith little slopes floods may even last for
50 to 120 days. For example, there were a seriabradrmally high floods along the River
Tisza since 1998 that had adverse social and gallithpacts.

Construction of the current flood defence systegaben the middle of the last century and
was completed recently in order to provide protetagainst damage by floods. In the whole
of the country, the total length of primary protentlines reaches 4,181 km, out of which the
length of man-made flood control works, dikes dondd protection walls, is 4,003 km, while
178 km are levees. The 96 flood plain bays of telRTisza are protected against damage
by floods by 2,951 km of defences.

The incidence of natural environmental incidentshsas extreme floods and drought is
growing, as is the impact of environmental contaton/pollution. Flooding in the Tisza
valley could have beneficial economic and ecoldgéi@ct on its regional development by
generating tourist income from new eco-parks inviedands; however to achieve this it is
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necessary to control the flooding and improve coowls for its inhabitants through
infrastructure development and environmental ptaie@nd sympathetic land using changes,
in accord with the EU requirements.

3.2.4.
Environmental risk management
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4. Donauregion and the European Development
Policies

4.1. Review of adaptation of the ESDP in the Donauregionen+ area
4.2. Review of ESPON-project in the area

One of the most important international projectfijoh deal with the questions of spatial

development in the European scale, is the proj&R@N. From lot of projects prepared in

these frame, and which are most applicable on thkeaDregionen area, we can mentioned
mainly the projects ESPON project 1.1.1; Potenfiaigolycentric development in Europe2,

and ESPON project 3.2; Spatial Scenarios and Giens in relation to the ESDP and

Cohesion Policy.

ESPON project 1.1.1 — Potentials for polycentric deelopment in Europe

The ESPON project 1.1.1 analyzes the European urbgstem concerning their
polycentricity. Polycentricity has two main aspecibe first relates to morphology, i.e. the
distribution of urban areas. The second conceresd¢hations between urban areas, i.e. the

networks of flows and co-operation.

According to ESPON nomenclature policentricy cannbeasured by the distribution and
characterictics of FUAs (Functional Urban AreaB)EGAs (Metropoliatan European Growth
Areas), PUSH (Potential Urban Strategic Horizongasa and PIAs (Potential Polycentric
Integration Areas) are present in the region.

The Functional Urban Area consists of the munidypaht he core and municipalities
surrounding this core; the fringe. Conditions fapasing FUAs listed in ESPON 1.1.1 were:
(1) FUAs with population over 50000 inhabitants ard urban core (agglomeration) with
more than 15000 inhabitants. This excludes thosfcally large ,urban” areas with minor
urban core.

(2) FUAs with a population of more than 0,5% of treional population and an urban core
(agglomeration) with more than 15000 inhabitantsca@dingly, in less populated countries

smaller FUAs were taken into account.
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(3) Smaller FUAs were included if they had at Idasal importance in transport, knowledge
or decision-making functions or regional importamceadministrative, tourism or industrial

functions.

Hungary has one dominant city, Budapest, suppooleda dense network of small and
medium-sized cities. Totally there were 77 Fundailddrban Areas identified in Hungary, of
which 28 were located in regions bordering or bdiisgct by the river. 8 cities are defined as
FUA sin the HCS ARGE Donau Subregion of Hungary j§BaKalocsa, Kecskemeét,

Kiskunfélegyhaza, Kiskunhalas, Mohacs, Paks ang)Péc

Budapest, the strongest FUA is also defined as ME®At is “Metropoliatan European
Growth Area” centre, located outside of the HCSaegThose FUAs are assigned MEGAS
that are dominant in the terms of population, tpantation, industry, learning, decision-
making. MEGA centers are ranked into 5 groups atingrto their importance, Budapest is
labeled as member of thé"4Category Three - Potential MEGA center” group. the
neighboring areas Vienna, Bratislava and Timis@aeathe closest MEGA cities to Hungary
ARGE Subregion.

The potential area of cooperation is defined asatka of municipalities accessible within 45
minutes on road from FUAs, and this area is calel6H, Potential Urban Strategic Horizon.
The rate of PUSH areas is high in Hungary. This,veanters of PUSH areas are the same as
FUA'’s. Trans-national PUSH areas can only be fountthe Northern, ASH Subregion of the
two Hungary ARGE Subregions.

Area assigned to PUSH area (in red) — municipaliewhich at least 10% of the area is

within 45 minutes from the nearest FUA centres
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In the next step, Potential Polycentric Integrathkmeas (PIAs) were identified, based on the
hypothesis that neighbouring cities with overlapgpiravel-to-work-areas. PIAs have been
constructed by merging the PUSH areas of neighbqudities, if the, demographically
speaking, smaller one sharesat least 1/3 of itsHP&I8a with the larger one. Each PUSH area
belongs to one PIA only, the largest neighbouriig leeing preferred when there are multiple
overlaps. The FUA centers being PIA main nodeb@asame time of Hungary-Croatia-Serbia
subregion: Kecskemét, Pécs and Szekszard. Hundpyssa high potential of regional
polycentricy due to the relatively dense settlensgstem.

Source: Egy koncepcié — sok megkozelitegdolicentrikus varoshaldzat megjelenése
az europai tertleti gondolkodasb&alu Varos Régié 2007/4

Source: ESPON 1.1.1 Potentials for polycentric tiguraent in Europe Project report 2005

ESPON project 3.2 — Spatial Scenarios and Orientains in relation to the
ESDP and Cohesion Policy

The ESPON project 3.2 was focused on to preparsilesdevelopment scenarios. In the
four ESPON 3.2 integrated scenarios, the futureohisof Europe up to 2030 is analysed by
examining a number of key driving forces. Thereeméree integrated scenarios illustrated —
directions of development namely Baseline scena@ohesion orientated scenario —
Danubian Europe and competitiveness orientatedasicerand the thematic scenarios as well
(demography and migration, transport, energy, eagnaural development, socio-cultural
evolution and integration). According the integngtiscenarios were set down the policy
recommendations for central and eastern Europe:
Challenges
The necessary restructuring of agriculture and strguleads to considerable losses of jobs
which make necessary the creation of a very impbrtamber of new jobs.
Low fertility rates and westward immigration cawspopulation. Catching up with Western
Europe will increase disparities with neighbouraugintries in the East.
Policy options
* Modernize the economy quickly, while creating ayenportant number of new jobs
e Support to local small- and medium-sized enterprigerough infrastructures
(transport, telecommunications) and education efltital labour force, especially in
traditionally industrial urban regions that facendiistrialisation.

* Adaptation of social welfare systems to Europeandsrds.
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* Transnational and transregional co-operation withexternal Eastern neighbours.

4.3. Review of other relevant projects in the area

In the Slovak Republic was prepared some projestsich are dealt with the spatial

5. Analysis of several transnational initiatives

The transnational initiatives in the ASH ARGE Doraibregion are mostly ensured by the
euroregions. There are created three euroregioiine iframe of ARGE Donau subregion area
with the partners from Hungary

» Euroregién Podunajského Trojspolkuitp://www.euroregio.sk

» Euroregion VAh—-Dunaj—Igghttp://www.euroregion-vdi.gk

» Ipel'sky euroregidntttp://www.ipelregion.sk/index.3k

The activities in the frame of created euroregians focused on the creation of allround
conditions for mutual recognize, cooperation andordmation activities with the
selfgovernmental bodies and organisations orientethe crossborder cooperation with the
neighbouring regions in the various fields of sbl@aand economy life.

They prepared statistical yearbook of the euroregiuroregion Podunajskeho Trojspolku),

secure different projects e.g. Training of regionanagers in the field of rural tourism
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(Euroregion Vah—-Dunaj—Ifiz Common increasing of the attractiveness of Rog a tourist
goal, Natural and cultural values of the Middle ghei, Ipel basin — source of the renewable
energy, Ipel bridges which project is oriented be tnitialisation of renewing of the Ipel
bridges destroyed and up to now not renewed franithe of Second word war.

The euroregions are also make effort in frame oADER+ project. The most importable
initiative we can see in the common effort of thevts Komarno and Komarom by the build
up of the new bridge through the river Danube, eating both towns in a new locality.

The transnational initiatives of HCS ARGE Donaurggiion are mostly ensured by the EU
Cross-border programmes, these are:
* Hungary-Croatia IPA Cross-border Co-operation Papgne
(http://www.hu-hr-ipa.com/ep/

* Hungary-Serbia IPA Cross-border Co-operation Progna

(http://www.hu-srb-ipa.com/epn/

Besides these there exists one less successfuegimo in the region:

* Danube-Drava-Sava Euroregional Cooperatidgtp(//www.ddseuro.org/portal/

The Hungary-Croatia and Hungary-Serbia [IPA Cross-border Co-operation
Programmes belong to the “new generation” of cross- bordefoperation programmes in
the EU budgetary period 2007-2013. In this Prograntine participating countries, Hungary
and Croatia and Serbia have established their &mge management as “shared

management system”.

The focus area of Hungary-Croatia IPA Cross-boi@eroperation Programme lies on the
south-western and southern borders of Hungary amthern and north-eastern borders of
Croatia. The largest part of the border is the afeaver Drava. On the Croatian side, in
addition to border counties — Nienurska, Koprivnéko-krizevaka, Viroviticko-podravska
and Osjéko-baranjska — four other counties participate he present Programme with
Hungary as theadjacent regions and can use the maximum 20% of the amount of the
Community funding available in the Programme (Vdiagka, Bjelovarsko-bilogorska,
Pozesko-slavonska and Vukovarsko-srijemska zupaifee areas eligible on the Hungarian
side are the NUTS Il counties of Zala, Somogy &adanya. Zala County is part of the
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Western Transdanubian Region; counties Somogy armtanga of the Southern
Transdanubian Region.

Area of the Hungary-Croatia IPA Cross-border Corafpen Programme

The area involved of Hungary-Serbia IPA Cross-bofde-operation Programme lies at the
southernmost part of the Republic of Hungary aredrtrthernmost edge of the Republic of
Serbia. The landscape is characterised by the ®laat region in terms of its topography
and is connected by the rivers Danube and Tisa.

On the Hungarian side the eligible area is covdngdCsongrad and Bécs-Kiskun. On the
Serbian side the eligible area covers the followMigTS 11l level equivalent regions: West
Backa, North B&ka, North Banat, South Bka and Middle Banat, two adjacent regions are
South Banat and Srem.
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Area of the Hungary-Serbia IPA Cross-border Co-afi@n Programme

Srem

Various activities can be eligible for financing lith programmes, such as infrastructure
developments serving the protection of nature amdural values, construction and
designation of new cycling routes; development ofirsm attractions and of related
infrastructural facilities, development of commourricula and of joint training facilities;
people to people activities like organising fedgygerformances, theatrical tours, concerts,
exhibitions, art workshops, charity events, crossibr amateur sport championships and
tournaments; and activities to reduce languagedvarr

In Hungary-Croatia IPA Cross-border Co-operatiomgPamme also elaboration of joint

programmes, studies, strategies for the improverémnvironmental protection; creating

and promoting pathways to integration and re-emttp employment for disadvantaged

people; development of infrastructural and equipimzapacities in the field of research;

preparation of joint feasibility studies, in Hung&erbia IPA Cross-border Co-operation
Programme rehabilitation of small roads leadingrid crossing the border, planning transport
lines, harmonisation of public transport schedulesnor actions in the field of water

management in order to help prevent floods andndhlenundations, elaboration of joint

programmes, studies and strategies, exchange ofl gwactice between institutions,

authorities and promoting best available techn@ggjoint conferences, vocational trainings
and workshops in the relevant field
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Danube-Drava-Sava Euroregional Cooperation (http:Mww.ddseuro.org/portal/)

The Danube-Drava-Sava Euroregional Cooperation nisirdernational organization of
counties and cantons, their county or cantonalsseatd chambers of commerce from the
territories of the Republic of Hungary, Republic@foatia, and Bosnia and Herzegovina, as
well as from other territories that spatially gta#. This organization is not a juridical
person.

The objectives of the euroregon is to

e organize joint activities to promote the richne$sdiversities comprising a unique
quality of togetherness;

» organize the preparation, design, and implemematigoint developmental projects;

* launches activities directed toward the incorporatiof joint projects into the
European integrations’ programmatic and financiathanisms;

» organize the establishment and promote and supip@rdevelopment of cooperation
in zoning, environmental protection, transportateomd communications, economic
affairs, tourism and hospitality industries, headtte and social welfare, science,
education, culture, sports and informative acegti

Source: http://www.obz.hr/en/index.php?tekst=91



